In directiDg attention to the study of the peculiarities of the female constitution, and to the diseases to which it is liable, it is an object of essential importance to the success of the investigation, that we should make ourselves intimately acquainted with the structure and properties of the uterus; but before proceeding to examine its anatomy in the adult, it will be interesting as well as useful to take a short preliminary view of its condition in the foetus, and to trace its developement to maturity.
is within the abdomen, and it is found with its ovaries lying on the psose muscles, from which situation it does not seem to descend into the pelvis until some time after birth. At this period it is very small, and, according to De Graaf, varies in weight from sixty to ninety grains. In form it is very unlike what it is in the adult, and may be said to consist entirely of cervix. When laid open its cavity is nearly straight, consisting merely of the canal of the uterus, and there is no smooth triangular cavity such as we find corresponding to the body of the organ in its mature condition ; but the rugae of its lining membrane are beautifully and distinctly marked, and more regular than at any other period.*
The developement of the uterus is very gradual, and the period at which it reaches maturity depends not only on climate but on habits. In temperate climates the female organs of generation seldom attain to their perfect form and the full possession of their peculiar properties before the fourteenth year, but in tropical climates this state of perfection is attained at a much earlier period. The cavity of the uterus in the unimpregnated state is similar in form to the external organ, and is naturally divided into two portions ; the one corresponding with the cervix is of an elliptic form, and is usually called the canal of the uterus ; the other corresponding with the body and fundus is triangular, and is called the proper cavity of the organ. This portion, in the natural state, is sufficiently large to hold a common bean at its widest part. The lining membrane in like manner is divided into two distinct portions, and has a raphe occupying the median line, and running perpendicularly throughout its whole extent, being, however, more prominent at the cervix than at the body, where it is scarcely to be distinguished. These two portions of the membrane are not more distinct in appearance than they are in the functions which they perform. The cervical portion resembles the lining membrane of the vagina, it being very rugous, but its rugae, instead of being transverse like those of the vagina, have their origin from the prominent part of the raphe, and ascend obliquely upwards like the feathers of a quill. These rugse are remarkably regular in the virgin state, but lose this peculiarity after child-bearing, when they are also less prominent. They have numerous glands situated between them, which, in the commencement of pregnancy, secrete thick yellow mucus, which completely closes the orifice of the uterus, and becomes so hard as to offer considerable resistance to a probe.\ From the great regularity of these rugse, they have been compared to the branch of a palm tree;?hence they have been denominated the arbor vitce. This part of the membrane possesses comparatively little vascularity ; and although some authors assert that the menses occasionally flow from its surface, it never assumes that appearance which charac-* terizes the decidua.? The 
